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rabbits on the day of slaughter in any 
official plant processing rabbits under 
inspection pursuant to the regulations 
in this part. 

§ 354.122 Condemnation on ante- 
mortem inspection. 

Rabbits found in a dying condition on 
premises of an official plant shall be 
immediately destroyed and, together 
with any rabbits found dead on such 
premises, shall be disposed of in ac-
cordance with § 354.132. Rabbits plainly 
showing, on ante-mortem inspection, 
any disease or condition, that under 
§§ 354.129 to 354.131, inclusive, would 
cause condemnation of their carcasses 
on post-mortem inspection, shall be 
condemned. Rabbits which, on ante- 
mortem inspection, are condemned 
shall not be dressed, nor shall they be 
conveyed into any department of the 
plant where rabbit products are pre-
pared or held. Rabbits which have been 
condemned on ante-mortem inspection 
and have been killed shall, under the 
supervision of an inspector of the In-
spection Service, receive treatment as 
provided in § 354.132. 

§ 354.123 Segregation of suspects on 
ante-mortem inspection. 

All rabbits which, on ante-mortem 
inspection, do not plainly show, but are 
suspected of being affected with any 
disease or condition that under 
§§ 354.129 to 354.131, inclusive, may 
cause condemnation in whole or in part 
on post-mortem inspection, shall be 
segregated from the other rabbits and 
held for separate slaughter, eviscera-
tion, and post-mortem inspection. The 
inspector shall be notified when such 
segregated lots are presented for post- 
mortem inspection and inspection of 
such rabbits shall be conducted sepa-
rately. Such procedure for the correla-
tion of ante-mortem and post-mortem 
findings by the inspector, as may be 
prescribed or approved by the Adminis-
trator, shall be carried out. 

§ 354.124 Quarantine of diseased rab-
bits. 

If live rabbits, which are affected by 
any contagious disease which is trans-
missible to man, are brought into an 
official establishment, such rabbits 
shall be segregated. The slaughtering 

of such rabbits shall be deferred and 
they shall be dealt with in one of the 
following ways: 

(a) If it is determined by a veterinary 
inspector that further handling of the 
rabbits will not create a health hazard, 
the lot shall be subject to ante-mortem 
and post-mortem inspection pursuant 
to the regulations in this part. 

(b) If it is determined by a veterinary 
inspector that further handling of the 
rabbits will not create a health hazard, 
such rabbits may be released for treat-
ment under the control of an appro-
priate State or Federal agency. If the 
circumstances are such that release for 
treatment is impracticable, a careful 
rabbit-by-rabbit ante-mortem inspec-
tion shall be made, and all rabbits 
found to be, or which are suspected of 
being, affected with the contagious dis-
ease transmissible to man shall be con-
demned. 

POST-MORTEM INSPECTION 

§ 354.125 Evisceration. 
No viscera or any part thereof shall 

be removed from any rabbits which are 
to be processed under inspection in any 
official plant, except at the time of 
evisceration and inspection. Each car-
cass to be eviscerated shall be opened 
so as to expose the organs and the body 
cavity for proper examination by the 
inspector and shall be prepared imme-
diately after inspection as ready-to- 
cook rabbit. 

§ 354.126 Carcasses held for further ex-
amination. 

Each carcass, including all parts 
thereof, in which there is any lesion of 
disease or other condition, which 
might render such carcass or any part 
thereof unfit for human food, and with 
respect to which a final decision can-
not be made on first examination by 
the inspector, shall be held for further 
examination. The identity of each such 
carcass, including all parts thereof, 
shall be maintained until a final exam-
ination has been completed. 

§ 354.127 Condemnation and treatment 
of carcasses. 

Each carcass, or any part thereof, 
which is found to be unsound, un-
wholesome, or otherwise unfit for 
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